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Statement on the Resignation of
John Bridgeland as Assistant to the
President and Director of the

USA Freedom Corps

December 9, 2003

John Bridgeland has been a valuable advi-
sor to me for nearly 4 years. He started on
the policy staff of my Presidential campaign
in early 2000. Since January 20, 2001, he has
faithfully served in my administration, first
as Deputy Assistant to the President for Do-
mestic Policy and Director of the Domestic
Policy Council and then as Assistant to the
President and the first Director of the USA
Freedom Corps Office. He has worked tire-
lessly to strengthen a culture of service in
America and to ensure that we all love our
neighbors as we want to be loved ourselves.
His work has had a positive and vitally impor-
tant impact on government, nonprofit and
community service organizations, businesses,
and many men, women, and children who
need a helping hand. | appreciate and thank
John for his friendship and wise counsel. This
good man has touched many people through
his dedicated public service, and I wish him,
Maureen, and their three children all the
best.

Executive Order 13320—Closing of
Executive Departments and
Agencies of the Federal Government
on Friday, December 26, 2003
December 9, 2003

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, it is hereby or-
dered as follows:

Section 1. All executive branch depart-
ments and agencies of the Federal Govern-
ment shall be closed and their employees ex-
cused from duty on Friday, December 26,
2003, the day after Christmas Day, except
as provided in section 2 below.

Sec. 2. The heads of executive branch de-
partments and agencies may determine that
certain offices and installations of their orga-
nizations, or parts thereof, must remain open
and that certain employees must report for
duty on December 26, 2003, for reasons of
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national security or defense or other public
need.

Sec. 3. Friday, December 26, 2003, shall
be considered as falling within the scope of
Executive Order 11582 of February 11, 1971,
and of 5 U.S.C. 5546 and 6103(b) and other
similar statutes insofar as they relate to the
pay and leave of employees of the United
States.

George W. Bush

The White House,
December 9, 2003.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., December 11, 2003]

NoTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on December 12.

Memorandum on Suspension of
Limitations Under the Jerusalem
Embassy Act

December 9, 2003

Presidential Determination No. 2004-12

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Suspension of Limitations Under the
Jerusalem Embassy Act

Consistent with the authority vested in me
as President by the Constitution and the laws
of the United States, including section 7(a)
of the Jerusalem Embassy Act of 1995 (Pub-
lic Law 104-45) (the “Act™), | hereby deter-
mine that it is necessary to protect the na-
tional security interests of the United States
to suspend for a period of 6 months the limi-
tations set forth in sections 3(b) and 7(b) of
the Act. My Administration remains com-
mitted to beginning the process of moving
our embassy to Jerusalem.

You are hereby authorized and directed to
transmit this determination to the Congress,
accompanied by a report in accordance with
section 7(a) of the Act, and to publish the
determination in the Federal Register.

This suspension shall take effect after
transmission of this determination and report
to the Congress.

George W. Bush



